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Media History as a Strong Programme: A Philosophical Interpretation
of the Media Ecology
Hu Yilin (Philosophy of Science)
Directed by Proffessor Wu Guosheng

Abstract

Media Ecology is an academic tradition which emerged in North America in the second half
of the twentieth Century.

It originated from multi discipline. But it was regarded as a school of communication studies
after its discipline construction had been established. This dissertation tries to reposition the
tradition as a field of history of technology, and proposes that “media history as a strong
programme”. First, this dissertation introduces the perspective of the media to the philosophy of
technology and proposes programme of “media ontology”, which take media as a core concept of
ontological philosophy of technology. Second, this dissertation discusses media history as a
transcendental philosophy, which questioning the conditions of the possibility of knowledge. The
media environment is precisely the condition of knowledge. This dissertation tries to explain
Plato’s theory of anamnesis and Kant’s transcendental philosophy, then point out the relationship
between memory and technology. Third, imitates Bloor, this dissertation proposes a strong
programme, which includes four principles: causality, impartiality, symmetry and reflexivity. But
the establishment of the concept of “media history” is more important than those principles.

The body part of this dissertation includes several major scholars of the tradition of Media
Ecology. The first one is Mumford. He opened up a horizon of the history of technology. He
regarded the history of technology as the history of civilization, and tried to activate the
possibility of civilization by historical studies of technology.

The second one is Innis. He turned to media history from economic history. He was
conscious of the biases of historians and histories. He found that the bias of an era was
depending on the leading media of the time. He extended theory of monopoly and theory of
circulation to his historiography.

The third one is McLuhan. His writing style was unrestrained. Most of scholars, including his
supporters, only recognize his enlightening, but not his methods. This dissertation interprets his
methods as “natural-history”. Both “nature” and “history” has double meaning. “Nature” has two
meanings: the overall environment or basic quality. “History”: process of the past or empirical
inquiry. Thus the concept of “natural history” has four aspects by combining these meanings.
McLuhan had contributions to all of these four aspects. He regarded media as environment,
displayed things as a natural history museum, explained the causality of history by media, and
tried to go back to the things themselves by media.

The fourth chapter includes two scholars, Ong and Eisenstein. This chapter tried to establish
an association between the theory of media revolution and the theory of scientific revolution.
Kuhn’s “paradigm” is in some sense the media environment of community. The transformation
from oral to written is the foundational paradigm transformation or the meta-paradigm
transformation, which changed the form of knowledge. Eisenstein showed that the printing press
as an agent of change for the scientific revolution in the seventeenth century.

The fifth chapter is about Postman, the builder of the discipline. The establishment of the
discipline is a confirmation of the academic tradition. But on the other hand, it contains a risk of
simplicity. So this chapter will take the criticism mainly.

The last chapter is about Levinson, the representative of the third generation. He introduced
the idea of evolution and took an optimistic view. But his understanding of human nature is so
superficial. He promised a human prototype which beyond the history. That was a reverse of the
tradition of media ecology.

Key Words:
Media Ecology, Media History, Media Ontology, Strong Programme, Marshall McLuhan
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“OEAIAEESE” (media ecology) 20 tHED G R SE ML . B BT DA
Je#r (Harold Innis, 1894-1952) 7258 /X (Marshall McLuhan, 1911-1980) 9
REANMNZACZ SR, 1970 FEH W2 (Neil Postman, 1931-2003) 7EAZ) K
g T A A A, TR T AL FIRFEARYE S 1998 4, DAL FIR
HNFOEIE T U227 (Media Ecology Association ).

ASCARBENE T, R RBARE AR SR, RSS2 REA 6
AR S o AR SCAIAR S5 AMAE T A QAL IR AH OG22 1R LA ANE A, 1T HOB 24T
EEE—TIINEBEERE, R BAARBATARE . PR AU

FHREANIAEL B BRSNS, A EA SR =
TRFESSVIIRBRERTC I, XA FT AT SR AL AE AL = T M ettty ™ Lo 1
FEARATE T G — SN IR, EVEHE (BR&50) FIRFHLHIZAIR?, Al
HRVEA BN B RRCR, J5 38 RVEE B3R RT3 98 55 [ Py
FHEPUL, WEAREARAE =R T, AR R R A IR A AR S
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X85 JILF- B T R T e 3 “ 3 70 A, AT 2 (MEA)
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3 f[IE% (2007): FH2 W
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T, KEE (will to power) NRFEAR L S MR LR, H
SYE TR NN Z A1 (158 A By ¥ N AE 2 48 o PEAR AR R 9T A B R st A A TR
TEBORBINAED S, 10240 758 el 8 S 5 o RIS 2 i B 1 4% B R 1 SCAk
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TGS OV E R I SE I VAN, AR, “ N7 AR —%
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18- A% > 14 Canimal propensities) fili & il —FH B ILI) (emergent) SCAL A

92 TUREME (2010): 401
93 TEAEME (2010): 398
94 TEAEME (2008): 497
95 Mumford(1961): 230-236
96 T-HEfE (2008)
68



JREN AN Chuman personality). ” 7

PRI, PEAE A 1 g S 1 BT AR 1 2 e I NI AR AR, Aldg e, “IRANE,
FEWHATE X NERX— TS5 R E, R (19 D) —LemrEf
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